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THE MASTER'S TOUCH. 

In the still air the music lies unheard ; 

In the rough marble beauty hides unseen ; 
To make the music and the beauty needs 

The master's touch, the sculptor's chisel keen. 

Great Master, touch us with thy skilful hand ; 

Let not the music that is in us die ! 
Great Sculptor, hew and polish us ; nor let, 

Hidden and lost, thy form within us lie ! 

Spare not the stroke ! Do with us as Thou wilt ! 

Let there be naught unfinished, broken, marred ; 
Complete thy purpose, that we may become 

Thy perfect image, thou our God and Lord ! 

— Horalius Bonar. 
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The Life of Henry Richard. M.P. By Charles S. 
Miall. London: Cassell & Co. Price, $3.00. 

Henry Richard was called to the work of Peace at a 
time of transition, when the theories of war-hating philan- 
thropists were to be put to the test of experiment. He 
was a leader of superior wisdom, an orator of unusual 
eloquence, a writer of singular lucidity and persuasive 
power. He restates old arguments in living and impres- 
sive forms. He illustrates copiously and vividly. Now 
that we can see no more his manly presence and hear his 
voice, waiting for the collection of his valuable and indis- 
pensable works into volumes, we are glad to have a com- 
petent hand write his biography and edit his correspon- 
dence. 

The latter comprised the interchange of letters with 
Richard Cobden, Samuel Morley, Joseph W. Pease and 
other leading men of the liberal party. Mr. Richard was 
fifteen years pastor of Marlboro (Congregational) 
Chapel and was always connected with that church, which 
showed its appreciatiou by electing him moderator of the 
Congregational Union of England and Wales in 1883, on 
which occasion he delivered his great sermon on "Chris- 
tianity and Politics," probably the finest oratorical effort 
of his life. It commanded enthusiastic approval from the 
best minds of Great Britain and should be republished in 
America. Mr. Richard devoted the best of his years to 
journeys, addresses and more private labors on behalf of 
Peace. The great Peace Congresses on the Continent 
probably owe more for their success to his earnestness, 
prudence, discretion and persistence than to any other man. 
His interviews with Victor Hugo and Lamartine in 1848, 
depicted by Elihu Burritt, his American coadjutor, 
enlisted those great men in the work of Peace. His last 
labors were the culmination of long devotion to the edu- 
cational and religious interests of his native Wales. 
Several large and important colleges and schools owe 
their existence to him and his associates on the Welsh 
Educational Commission to which successive Governments 
assigned him. His speeches in Parliament were among 
the most effective delivered there. 

Christianity was to Henry Richard the inspiration and 
impetus of his work and like our esteemed contemporary, 
the Herald of Peace, we would have been glad if his 
biographer had devoted more space to that fact. We 
heartily endorse the following from the same paper, the 
truth of which was deeply impressed on the writer by a 
recent personal visit to the home, from which such a noble 
presence has departed. 



"The volume is necessarily, though not altogether, 
reticent as to the unintermitting and most valuable help 
rendered to Mr. Richard, both at home and abroad, by the 
beloved partner of his life. To that estimable lady, his 
countrymen are in no small degree indebted for the pro- 
longation of his life, and for the success of his labors 
during his latter years. She deeply feels her stricken 
and solitary state ; but her friends earnestly desire for her 
that she may derive solid satisfaction from the remem- 
brance of her abundant share in the efficiency of Mr. 
Richard's numerous public services ; and also that she 
may be encouraged by the reflection that if the departed 
could now convey to her his especial wish on her behalf, 
it would, we may well believe, embody his own desire 
that the remainder of her life should be as happy as 
possible." 

Eli and Sybil Jones : their life and work. By Bufus M. 
Jones. Philadelphia : Porter and Coates. Pages, 316. 
Price, not known. 

We have read this memorial of two consecrated minis- 
ters of the Society of Friends with interest, deepened by 
the fact that they were natives and residents of our native 
State of Maine, and not unknown, especially in the Quaker 
neighborhood, where our childhood was passed. When 
Eli Jones was to preach special notice was circulated, the 
people of all kinds came to hear, and were sure to be in- 
terested if not otherwise benefited. But these two minis- 
ters of Christ, — one of whom is above and the other joy- 
fully and still usefully waiting release— were travellers. 
Their circuit was the world and many nations heard them 
preach. 

The book is made up largely of their letters and jour- 
nals while away from home on Gospel errands. We fol- 
low them with thankfulness as they travel southward and 
minister temporally and spiritually to soldiers and freed- 
men. We weep with them over the early death of their 
first born who was killed while defending his country, and 
can understand the double grief of his Quaker parents. 

From the time of George Fox there has been no gen- 
eral departure from the peace testimony of the Society. 
The various branches, Hicksite and others, and even the 
children of Friends, who by marriage or other causes have 
become "separated," are usually to be found among llie 
sincere and consistent advocates of personal, family, 
domestic, national and international peace. Eli Jones 
and his wife did not restrain or remit their conscientious 
convictions on this subject. Sybil was by nature and 
grace an evangelist, carrying the sweet Gospel message 
in remarkable tenderness and power to those who were 
afar off as well as to those who were nigh. She believed 
in the Holy Spirit, and testified out of her own heart to 
His indwelling. He set home her persuasions to the 
hearts of both believers and unbelievers. The remarkable 
painting of Sybil Jones at the Friends School at Provi- 
dence symbolizes her character and work. A light from 
within flows out through her features, and even her gar- 
ments, till, looking at it, you think of Jesus transfigured. 

Eli was born in 1807, and is therefore 82 years old. A 
friend recently told us that he still preaches with a con- 
vincing power that many younger ministers have not at- 
tained. He had by nature rare gifts of mind and tem- 
perament. Indefatigable energy, imperturbable good 
nature, a talent for appreciating others and expressing it, 
a capacious and vigorous mind, informed by study and 
observation. He says he was " converted," and no one 



